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the prevailing faith in the monarchical form of govern-
ment. Another is the peculiar character of the Con-
federation, which has deprived the States of most of
their legislative power, but left their executive func-
tions almost intact, and hence has diminished the
authority of the diets far more than that of the princes.
Still a third reason is to be found in the subdivision of
parties, which will be discussed in the following chapter.